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Table 13 
Entrenchment  

1. Low  (>2.2) 

2. Moderate (1.4 – 2.2) 
3. High (<1.4) 
 

Table 1 Land Use 
1. Forest 
2. Pasture 
3. Agricultural 
4. Industrial  
5. Park 
6. Institutional  
7. Residential  
 

Table 2 Valley Type 
1. Unconfined 
2. Confined  
3. Partially Confined 
 

Table 6 Dominant 
Vegetation Type 
1. Trees 
2. Shrubs  
3. Grasses 
4. Herbaceous 
 

Table 5 Flow Type 
1. Perennial 

2. Intermittent 

3. Ephemeral  

Table 10 Degree of 
Sinuosity 
1. Straight (1 – 1.05)  
2. Low sinuosity (1.06–1.30) 
3. Meandering (1.31 - 3.0) 
                       

Table 7 Encroachment 
Extent into Channel  
1. None   5. Extreme 
2. Minimal   
3. Moderate 
4. Heavy 
 

Table 9 Type of 
Sinuosity 
1. Sinuous 
2. Irregular Meanders 
3. Regular Meanders 
4. Tortuous Meanders 
5. Confined pattern (within 
valley)  

Table 4 Channel Zone 
1. Headwater zone 

2. Transfer zone 

3. Deposition zone 

 

Table 12 Number of 
Channels 
1. Single  
2. Up to 3 (Wandering) 
3. >3 (Braided)  
4. >3 (Anastamosing or 
Anabranching)  
5. Discontinuous or Absent 

Table 11 Gradient  
1. Low 
2. Moderate   
3. High 

Table 14 Type of Bank 
Failure 
1. Fluvial Entrainment (Hydraulic 
action)  
2. Undercutting (Hydraulic action) 
3. Slab Failure (Mass failure) 
4. Parallel slide (Mass failure)  
5. Fall/Sloughing (Mass failure) 
6. Rotational slip and slump (Mass 
failure) 

 
Table 8 Type of 
Aquatic Vegetation 
1. Rooted Emergent 
2. Rooted Submergent 
3. Rooted Floating 
4. Free Floating Roots 
5. Floating Algae 
6. Attached Algae 

Table 16 
Odours 
1. None 
2. Fishy 
3. Petroleum 
4. Sewage 
5. Chemical 
6. Other 

Table 17 
Turbidity 
1. Clear 
2. Slightly turbid 
3. Turbid 
4. Opaque 
5. Stained 
6. Other 

8. Golf Course 
9. Commercial 
 
 

Table 15 Downs’s Model of 
Channel Classification 
S – Stable            
D / d – Depositional        
M / m – Lateral Migration  
E or e – Enlarging  
C – Compound  
R – Recovering 
U – Undercutting 
 

Fluvial Geomorphology Field Key 

Table 3 Channel Type 
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Extremely 
rapid 

Very rapid 

Rapid 

Moderate 

Slow 

Very slow 

Very slow 

Fluvial Geomorphology Field Key 

Table 18 Bankfull 
Indicators 
1. Topography 
2. Soil Horizons 
3. Bank Slope 
4. Sediment Texture 
5. Vegetation 
6. Mineral Stains 
7. Undercuts 
8. Flood deposits 
9. Other 
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Table 22 Geomorphic Units 
1. Rapids 
2. Cascade 
3. Chute 
4. Fast Glide 
5. Pool 
6. Riffle 
7. Riffle Transition 
8. Run 
9. Slackwater 

 10. Slow Glide 
 11. Artificially Forced GU  
     (specify 11-GU #) 

Table 23 Mass Movement 
1. Fall 
2. Topple 
3. Translational Slide 
4. Rotational Slide 
5. Lateral Spread 
6. Flow 

Table 19 Sediment Size 

Table 20 Sediment Sorting 

Pool 

Riffle 
Transition 

m/s 

m
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